RELATIVITY
at a dinner party to explain in simple words what it was about. Once at the Athenaeum Club, Lord Sanderson, who was for long permanent Secretary at the Foreign Office, came to me and asked if I could help him. He said, " Lord Haldane has been to the Archbishop (Randall Davidson) and told him that relativity was going to have a great effect upon theology, and that it was his duty as Head of the English Church to make himself acquainted with it" ; he went on, " The Archbishop, who is the most conscientious of men, has procured several books on the subject and has been trying to read them, and they have driven him to what it is not too much to say is a state of intellectual desperation. I have read several of these myself and have drawn up a memorandum which I thought might be of service to him. I should be glad if you would read it and let me know what you think about it, before I send it to him." I said I did not think relativity had anything to do with religion but I would read his memorandum. I see from the biography of the Archbishop by the Bishop of Chichester that just about this time the Archbishop met Einstein at Lord Haldane's house, and asked him what effect he thought relativity would have on religion. Einstein said, " None. Relativity is a purely scientific matter, and has nothing to do with religion.*'
The theory of relativity deals with physical phenomena. If we take the view that the structure of matter is electric, these ought to follow from Maxwell's equations without introducing relativity. We have referred to examples in which various effects have been explained in this way, e.g. the contraction of a moving body and the variation of mass with velocity, before relativity was introduced. On this view it is reasonable to regard Maxwell's equations as the fundamental principle rather